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This matter comes before the Public Service Commission of South Carolina (the

Commission) on three issues related to the recent tariff revision filings and filings

requesting Universal Service Fund (USF) support from five local exchange carTiers

(LEC's), i.e. Farmers Telephone Cooperative, Inc., HorTy Telephone Cooperative, Inc.,

PBT Telephone, Inc., Home Telephone Company, Inc., Hargray Telephone Company,

Inc., and Bluffton Telephone Company, Inc. (collectively, the companies).

First, the companies have made a motion for' confidential treatment of the cost

studies submitted in support of their' requests, stating that the studies contain proprietary

business information regarding the companies' operations and costs, and that, in light of

the more competitive telecommunications environment, it is not appropriate to make

detailed information regarding the companies publicly available. The companies state

that access to this information could give actual and potential competitors an unfair'

competitive advantage. The companies also note that confidential treatment of these
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studieswouldbeconsistentwith this Commission'sprior rulingsandprior treatmentof

similar'information.

We agreewith thecompanies,andthereforegranttheir'motion for confidential

treatmentof thecoststudiessubmittedin supportof their latestrequestsin this Docket.In

today'scompetitiveenvironment,we agreethatmakingtheinformationpublicly

availablecouldgive actualandpotentialcompetitorsanunfair competitiveadvantage.

We wouldstatethatintervenorsin thepresentdocketwhowish to studythecost

informationfor'purposesof this caseshouldconsultthecompaniesabouttheexecutionof

anappropriateconfidentialityagreement.

Second,theCommissionStaff requestsawaiverof languagecontainedin our

proceduralOrderNo. 2001-419which requiresthatanymodificationsto theUSF factor'

bemadeby October'1.Staff requeststhat,sincethedocumentsfor possiblemodification

havejust beenfiled, thatthedatefor final modificationsto theUSF factorbeextendedto

December'1.We agreewith Staffandherebyextendthedatefor final USF factor

modificationsto December1.

Third,weneedto establishdatesfor'theprefiling of testimonyin this matter.

Pursuantto 26 S.C.Regs.103-869(C)(Supp.2001),theCommissionherebyordersthat

twenty-fivecopiesof thetestimonyandexhibitsof theApplicant shallbeprefiledonor

beforeAugust 12,2002,andthattwenty-fivecopiesof thetestimony

andexhibitsof theCommissionStaff and/orintervenorsshallbepre-filedonor before

August 26,2002.(Materialmaybepost-markedon thesedates.)Also, anyrebuttal

testimonyandexhibitsshallbepre-filedonor'beforeSeptember3, 2002,andany
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surrebuttaltestimonyandexhibitsshallbepre-filedonorbeforeSeptember5,201)2.

(Materialmustbein theofficesof theCommissionandin thehandsof thepartieson

thesedates.)It shouldbenotedthatacceptanceinto therecordof surrebuttaltestimony

andexhibitsis subjectto thediscretionof theCommission.In addition,partiesshallserve

their'pre-filed testimonyandexhibitsonall otherpartiesof recordasrequiredby the

Commission'sRulesandRegulations.All partiesareremindedthatall witnessesmustbe

presentduringanyhearingin thismatterat thecall of theChairman,or'theCommission

maydeclineto allow thewitnesses'testimonyto bereadinto therecordof the

proceeding,and/ormaydeclineto allow thewitnesses'exhibitsto beenteredinto the

evidenceof thecase.

Pleasetakenoticethatanypartyrequestingmodificationof this schedulemustfile

arequestfor' suchmodificationwith theCommission.

BY ORDEROFTHE COMMISSION:

Chairman

ATTEST:

E cu"tl vg

(SEAL)


